
INTERVIEW I 

INTERVIEWEE: ELIZABETH ROWE (Mrs. James Rowe) (Tapelofl) . 
INTERVIEWER: MICHAEL L. GILLETTE 

PLACE: Mrs. Rowe's home in Washington, D. C. 

June 6, 1975 

MG: Mrs. Rowe, let's start briefly with your background and where you 

were born. You say you are a Washingtonian. 

R: Yes, I feel I am a Washingtonian. I was born in Maryland, but I 

lived there only three months and came back, so all my memories 

are of this city. My mother and her family were long-time 

Washingtonians, so I consider myself a real native. I am very fond 

of the city and was delighted that both Johnsons were so fond of it. 

G: How did you first become interested Or active in politics? 

R: When I finished college, after several not very enjoyable jobs I went 

to work for the United Mine Workers. To go further ~ack, I grew 

up in the city of Washington in a Republican time. My family were 

Democrats living in Washington, although my family were not 

political. The gossip of the town is political. My knowledge of 

politics was the knowledge that Washingtonians have from the daily 

papers and from the talk of the town. When I went to college I went 

to Bryn Mawr, and there were only a handful of Democrats - -this 

was before the Roosevelt era - -and they were for the large part 

Republican. And then the re was quite a vocal group of socialists 
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in the caITlpaign of 1932, and there was only a handful of DeITlocrats. 

Bryn Mawr was on the Mainline outside of Philadelphia, which was 

as conservative and as Republican as any section of the country. We 

had meetings in the' 32 campaign with a handful of local De"mocrats 

and another handful from the college. So having grown up in a 

Republican Washington and gone to a college where a majority of 

undergraduates were Republican- -not the faculty but the students, 

it has been a change of pace to have the Democrats in the majority. 

But to get back to what I was telling you about refining my 

interest in politics. I went to work for the United Mine Workers 

in 1935, after I was out of college several years. It was during the 

time of the early New Deal when labor was encouraged, when there 

was new legislation that allowed for organization. John L. Lewis, 

who is one of my great admirations, took advantage of the climate 

of the time and started to prganize the unorganized in the mass 

production industrie s. The AF of L at that time was exclusively 

made up of craft unions. I don't want to give you a long lecture on 

labor organization, but the craft unions were the skilled unions that 

were organized by the craft rather than by the industry. John L. 

tried to get the AF of L to move into the automobile industry, the 

steel industry, other industries, and organize them totally as the 

mine wo.rkers were. You were a mem.ber of the Mine Workers; 

Union whether you were a check weightman or a miner or what your 
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job was in and around the mines. He got nowhere, so that's when 

the CIO was born. That's when I worked at the United Mine Workers, 

and it was a very exciting time. John L. Lewis, with the Amalga-

mated Clothing Workers, the International Ladies' Garment Workers, 

the printers, and other unions that were industry organized and had 

enlightened leadership, or what I consider enlightened leadership, 

got together and started the CIO. The political climate was right. 

[In] the 1936 campaign when I was working for the United Mine Workers, 

I helped by writing speeches. I worked on the United Mine Workers 

Journal. I did the women's page, and I was the editor's secretary, 

and I helped write the speeches. We were also what would now be 

called the public relations office or the press office. It was a 

tremendously exciting time, and the Roosevelt victory in '36 was of 

great satisfaction in the Mine Workers office. My political activity 

then was confined to writing speeches for some people to give in 

the different mining communities in support of Roosevelt. Of course 

after '36, John L. Lewis and the President had an increasing number 

of faIlings out, and by 1940 John L. was supporting Wilke. But in '36 

it was all very friendly. 

I worked at the Mine Workers until '37, when I got married, and 

no married women were allowed to work at the United Mine Workers. 

In this IHte:rnm.;tional Woman's Year and the interest in Equal Rights 

and the forward-looking views of the Mine Workers on industrial 
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organization, on organizing the black members, which the AF of L 

did not do. [But then} there was a great feeling about women not 

being in the home. Up until the headquarters of the Mine Workers 

had moved here in '35, there were very few employees in the office 

who were women. They were almost all men, either retired miners 

or children of miners. If you got married on the staff, you were 

toss ed out. 

G: I suppose your political interests increased after you were married, 

since your husband was by then working for President Roosevelt. 

R: No, he wasn't. No, he was working for the New Deal. He had come 

down to be Justice Holmes's last law clerk. Then he had a variety 

of New Deal jobs, and when I married him he was working for the 

Securities and Exchange Commission. Soon after we were married, 

he went to the White House as an assistant to Jimmy Roosevelt, who 

was one of his father's secretaries. That was only a few months after 

we were married. 

G: Do you recall the first time you met Lyndon Johnson? 

R: I certainly should, but I don't. Since you called me I have been racking 

my brains. [I should remember J anyone who makes such an impact 

on any gathering that he is in and did on me at every gathering I saw 

him. I still can't remember when I first met him. 

G: What sort of an impact did he make in those early years? 

R: Oh well, he was always more fun to be with than anybody else, and 
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he heightened the experience of everybody around him, because he 

was such a vital person. I always think of him moving fast through 

a room or telling marvelous stories. We saw the Johnsons quite a 

bit after he carne to Congress. We were good friends, and he was a 

particularly good friend of my pusband's. He could make me laugh 

more than almost anybody I have ever known. But [of] all those early 

days before the war, I can't think of any specific conversation or 

anything, except I always looked forward to seeing them, I always 

knew he was going to be great company. But I can't think of any 

particular pre -war incident; it rna y corne to me sometime. 

G: Could he relax at these parties, or was he always concentrating on 

his work? 

R: He had a different way of relaxing from most people. He was relaxed 

in the way he talked, and he didn't talk about just what was at hand. 

Also I have seen him sit in that chair and go sound asleep when the 

conversation got away from him. I'm sure other people have told 

you that. When he wasn't talking, he could take a little catnap, but 

usually he was the center of a lively conversation, or telling stories. 

G: These parties were often New Deal parties, weren't they? 

R: Oh, yes. 

G: People in the Interior Department or RFC? 

R: Well, all varieties, I mean from all parts of the government. 

G: Would you say he was closer to the executive branch of the government 
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than most congressmen were, that his friends were more people 

[in the executive branch)? 

R: He may have had more friends. I didn't know any other congress-

man so well. But he was very interested in the New Deal's programs, 

and he wanted to have everything for his constituents that he could. 

But then I think he was sincerely interested in the things that were 

happening and liked to talk to the people that were a part of making 

them happen. He had a variety of friends, not just exclusively 

members of Congress. 

G: Johnson was regarded, I think, pretty much as a young turk, a liberal 

in those days, a New Dealer. I suppose you also knew Maury Maverick. 

R: Oh, indeed I knew Maury Maverick, but if I start talking about him 

we'll still be here by tea time. 

G: How were they different philosophically, would you say, in those days? 

R: Maury was almost another generation in age. He was more extravagant 

in the way he talked than Johnson. He was a very dramatic fellow, 

and he drank quite a lot. But that sort of heightened the way he talked. 

I thought he was an absolutely glorious man, but he seemed much 

older, and was, of course, than Johnson. I don't remember ever 

hearing them have a political disagreement, but they may well have 

had later on. But I wasn't a witness. 

G: Do you think Johnson as a congressman was more pragmatic than 

Maverick? 
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R: Oh, yes. I'll tell you a lovely story if we can skip chronology a 

little bit. When my husband went off in the Navy, I was working 

for the International Labor Office, which is a specialized agency 

of the U. N. now, but it was the last remaining organization of 

the old League of Nations. My office was on Jackson Place over-

looking Lafayette Square, and the CIa was right down the street. 

I gues s it would have been the '44 campaign, when Lyndon Johnson 

was running for Congress. He called me up one day and he said, 

'IElizabeth, do you know anybody well in the Labor movement? Do 

you know those people down the street?" I said, "I know them 

pretty well." He said, 'IWell, do you suppose you could get them 

to come out against me? II I said, "What do you mean?'1 He said, 

"I'll tell you what happened. .A little while ago I came home one 

night and I said to Bird, 'I'm tired of voting the way I think I should 

vote to stay in the Congress and not voting the way I really feel when 

an issue comes up.' She said, 'Just vote the way your conscience 

tells you and forget about being pragmatic and surviving.' "So he 

said, "The next vote that came up was a vote for the Dies Committee," 

You know the Dies Committee, the Red-chasing committee. IIIt was 

a vote for the appropriation. I voted against it, II he said, Iland do 

you know what's happening to me? The New Republic I s got out a 

special supplement supporting me in my district in Texas, and I 

need something to balance it out. Do you think your friends at the CIa 
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would corne out against me?" I think that's a marvelous story. 

G: Was he serious, really? 

R: How can you tell? Certainly he was serious. He wanted some noise 

on the other side. 

G: Did you talk to the p eo pIe? 

R: I talked to a few people. I don't know what happened. They didn't 

corne out against him, but isn't that a good story? 

G: That is a marvelous story. I've never heard that before. 

R: I told you I had at least one. Anyway, he got elected, but as far as 

I know, the CIO never took any formal action against him.. 

G: When did your husband become an advisor in terms of someone who 

would offer Lyndon Johnson advice and someone he sought advice from? 

R: You will have to ask Jim. Certainly soon after he carne to Washington, 

through Roosevelt they got together. Whether Roosevelt said, "I've 

got a fine young congressman corning up from Texas, " I don't know. 

But they were about the same age--Johnson was a year older thanlJim--

and President Roosevelt liked younger people around. It was through 

him they got together, but how ••• 

G· I know he helped in that 1941 race for the Senate against 

"Pappy" 0' Daniel. Do you recall any stories related to that cam.paign? 

R: I heard the stories which other people have and which you m.ust have 

heard about going to sleep elected and waking up not elected. And 

then of course I saw the films that the Johnsons had. But I don't 
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have any stories. Jim might have. 

G: Yes, he did. Could you see a move to the right, say in the mid-

Forties, on [Johnson's] part? President Roosevelt died in April, 1945, 

and it seemed that maybe LBJ was too liberal for a statewide office. 

Texas was going to the right. Did he change any in your opinion then? 

R: My memory of his changing was in the other direction on civil rights. 

I don't remember specifically his backing off from any social programs 

that he had always supported in the New Deal days. I was aware of his 

changing attitude on civil rights, because I think originally he felt that 

if the South were left alone the black-white problems could be worked 

out better than if there was Federal interference. I think he changed 

his mind on that. So I don't have a feeling of his deserting the liberal 

cause at all. I had great admiration for what he achieved, and I think 

that in some cases you have to trim a bit in order to get something. 

He did a tremendous job as Majority Leader when he did get to the 

Senate. 

G: In the earlier years, he seems to have had a number of mentors and· 

political sponsors. I guess one was Sam Rayburn and another was 

Alvin Wirtz. Did you know Senator Wirtz? 

R: Oh yes, I just loved him. He was always the liberal, the sort of 

captive liberal. I can remember fussing at Congressman Johnson 

and saying, "Why aren't you more liberal on this?" But it's lost in 

the mist of time; I don't remember what it was about. In retrospect 
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I can't remember. But Senator Wirtz was always pushing him in 

one direction, and Sam Rayburn essentially was more pragmatic. 

G: What was Wirtz like? 

R: He had a very understated way, no bombast, no tablethumping, great 

humor, and almost at one removed from the battle so that you felt 

that his advice was a disinterested kind of advice. At least that's 

the way he impressed me. 

G: Was he held in high regard by the New Dealers? I know he became 

Undersecretary of the Interior. 

R: Well, I can't speak for everybody. I don't think that so ITlany people 

knew him. Lots of people must have known him, but he didn't make 

a splash of himself at all around town. 

G: How ITluch did Congressman Johnson rely on him, could you tell that? 

R: I wouldn't know. Jim would know much better, and I think Jim always 

felt whenever Congressman Johnson listened to Wirtz it was good 

advice. Not that Jim didn't have the highest regard for Sa:m Rayburn, 

too, because he did. And I don't think they were necessarily apart 

on everything. But Senator Wirtz, I think, was a kind of walking conscience. 

G: I have really two images of Wirtz that I have picked up. One is the 

old populist liberal, and the other is a more old-fashioned lawyer 

who represented oil and gas interests and who was not as liberal as 

LBJ during this period. 

R: What he represented was one thing. What he thought and said politically 
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was quite another. You don't have to be wedded to your clients in 

everything you do. I wasn't there when he was giving advice or 

seeing whether it was taken. My feeling would be that he was always 

on the side of the angels. But Jim, again, would know much better 

about that than 1. 

G: It's been indicated that Johnson was very close to a lot of the J>eople 

in the New Deal, in the administration. Many of them got enormous 

turkeys every year for Christmas, and I'm sure you did. 

R: Oh, yes. I thought it had been crossed with a beef. I had never seen 

such a big turkey. I didn't have anything big enough to cook it in. 

(Break in recording) 

G: Is there anything else during the time when he was a Lieutenant Commander 

in the Navy and Mrs. Johnson was working in the office? 

R: Well, I can remember Him working with Bird while the President was 

in the Pacific, and I can remember him in his .,naval uniform. I have 

a marvelous memory of his helping my husband get a naval commission. 

My husband was very nearsighted, and he was desperate to get in the 

Navy. He even went to an eye doctor who made him squeeze his 

eyeballs and eat carrots - -I mean, squeeze them not with his fingers 

but with his own muscles, and standing at one end of the bedroom 

and squinting down at the other end to see if he could lengthen his 

vision. He just couldn't get his eye s up to be acceptable. But 

Lyndon Johnson was then on the Naval Affairs Committee, and he 
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arranged for Jim to come to his house to meet a young lieutenant 

who was recruiting in the Navy Department. He warned me ahead 

of time as did my husband that they didn't want any of lUY liberal 

views at this gathering. I can remember driving out to their house 

and Jim saying, '''Don't you say a word. This fellow is looking me 

over and maybe he'll give me a waiver for my eyes." He was 

desperate to get into the Navy. 

So we went out, and there were a number of people around, 

including the important lieutenant, who was the recruiter. I said 

how do you do to him and then sat in the corner and didn't say a word. 

Finally the young recruiter said to m.e, "Libby, why don't you 

speak to me?" He was an old friend of my youth, and I had been so 

brainwashed by Johnson and my husband that I wasn't to say anything 

that I sat quietly by. But he did get in the Navy with a waiver. 

Talking about going to the house reminds me of a personal story. 

Bird was in Texas" and Lyndon Johnson had just bought their house 
c 

on 31st Street. He was very pleased with it. There was an auction 

or sale of old Victorian furniture, and he bought a lot of it without 

the benefit of his wife. And he wanted us to see it. We went over, 

and it was furniture made for a great big house. Some of it was 

absolutely marvelous, but it was really overpowering for the size 

of the house that they had bought, which was a very nice house, but 
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these were just tremendous, big pieces of furniture. I'll always 

remember his joy in these great big pieces of furniture that he had 

bought on his own, and then he called us up so we could come and 

admire them because Bird wasn't there. 

G: Did he get rid of it after she [saw it], I wonder? 

R: No, most of it stayed there, I think, but it was moved around a bit. 

I don't know whether it moved on with them everywhere or not. When 

we first saw it in the house, [the house] really didn ' t seem quite big 

enough for the size of these great big pieces he had bought. Now let 

me think of another memory of about that time. 

Before we were in the war and there was rationing, you may 

have heard this story about the coffee coupons. My husband was a 

great coffee drinker and Lyndon Johnson was a great coffee drinker. 

[Johnson] ran out of his own coupons, he ran through all the coupons 

that he could get from the office. Zephyr, the cook, who was up here---

Bird again was down in Texas--called Nellie Connally at the office 

and said, "I just don't have any coffee for Mr. Johnson ' s breakfast 

tomorrow. I haven't any more coupons. What am I going to do? II 

And Nellie Connally said, lIyou are just going to tell him that he is 

like everybody else. II Zephyr said, "l know he is like everybody else, 

but I ain't going to be the one to tell him. II That's the story that I 

think Drew Pearson had, and it got mixed up with red coupons. But 

actually it was coffee. 
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G: It was coffee. I heard it was meat. 

R: No, it wasn't. Jim tells the story that it was meat, but the story 

was told to me and it was coffee. 

G: Was he like everyone else? 

R: No, he wasn't like everybody else as far as coupons were concerned. 

G: But as far as just the way he conducted himself. 

R: He was that old cliche, larger than life. He really was, and he 

heightened the atmosphere around him so that he heightened the 

experience of the people with whom he was talking. He had an 

extra vitality. I guess it was essentially vitality that heightens people. 

G: I hear that he was always a very tactile person, and he would grab 

you on the arm Or put his arm around you. 

R: Yes, that was one thing. But there was the feeling that you were 

sitting with a dynamo more than the touching. He was at concert 

pitch all the time. 

One time during the war, we went to an Army-Navy game. 

Jim was off in the Pacific and Bird was in Texas. We went with the 

Tom Clarks. We drove over to Baltimore and we were up in the stands, 

and it started to snow. You couldn't see anything, none of the game at 

all. He had a small flask which he shared not only with us but with 

all the frozen people around. And then we had a party up in the stands. 

There must have ten or fifteen people who we didn't know at all, but 

he was such fun and calling plays that we couldn't see on the field 
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at all. It was such a gaiety. I always W:ll)ncl~red 'when he was 

President whether any of the people who were part of this impromptu 

group would realize that this was the man that had given them such 

pleasure at a sort of disastrons;;time~ 

G: Did he meet people easily? 

R: Oh yes, very. He really looked you in the eye, and there was a 

very direct relationship established with everybody he met. It 

didn't seem to drain him; it seemed to add to him. Many people 

who have to go shaking hands, even many politicians, are drained 

by constant contact. He seemed to thrive on it. 

G: That's fascinating o 

R: Other people must have said the same thing. 

G: To a point, but I have also gotten the impression in interviews that 

he wasn't all that happy on the campaign trail. He was always 

frustrated about this or that, he let things bother him that probably 

wouldn't have bothered him had he not been out on the campaign [trail]. 

R: Well, that's probably true. I was never on the campaign trail with him 

except once, and again this is a marvelous story. 

In the 1960 campaign when he was running for Vice President, 

he started his campaigning in Boston. We were down at Cape Cod 

and he was coming into the Boston Airport, so we went over to meet him, 

by invitation. The plane carne in, and lined up at the Boston Airport 

were a dozen and more little dumpy women, all with great big cowboy 
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hats on. They were all the Italian population of Boston, all good 

Democrats, and all absolutely overpowered by these great big hats. 

He carne down, twice the size of any of them- -I can see him corning 

down. Then we got in a series of limousines to drive through 

downtown Boston at lunch hour. I wa s in the car immediately behind 

his and was the first woman. I was dressed up with white gloves on, 

and lots of people thought that I was Lady Bird just because I was 

there, so I had a marvelous time waving. But he was in the first 

car, throwing out green passes to the Senate gallery. He wanted to 

leave something behind. 

Then we got over to the Copley Plaza. There was a policeman 

directing traffic on a horse, and he ju.st said to the policeman, "If 

you will get off that horse, I'll get on." So he got on the horse and 

pranced around in the square a little while. This was the starting 

of "from Boston to Austin." But I never was a part of the campaign 

organization. I worked in the 1960 campaign, but not for 

President Johnson. I worked for Jackie in the National Committee. 

He had such high expectations of himself, and he had the same of 

other people. ILthings didn't go right, I'm sure he didn't like it a bit. 

But I can't tell you firsthand any [campaign stories). 

G: Did he ever seek advice from you or aid from you in these early 

years other than just to try to get the CIa to come out against him? 

R: No, After he was in the White House, he asked me to put together 
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name s of women that might be appointed, but that I s the only kind 

of advice [I gave him]. 

G: He was elected to the Senate in 1948. Did he seem to grow in that 

office? 

R: Oh yes, I think it suited him just beautifully. He was born to be a 

Majority Leader of the Senate, I think. How long was it between 

his election and his ['becoliXling Leader]? 

G: Well, he became the Democratic Leader in 1953, I think, and then 

the Majority Leader in 155. 

Did you see much of the Johnsons socially while he was in the 

Senate? 

R: Yes, we saw them fairly often. We went there to parties and they 

came here. One of the things that endeared the Johnsons to me 

was during the war when my husband was away, and then he went to 

Nuremberg for a year and a half after the war. There were lots 

of women without husbands around during the war. The Johnsons 

always included me in their parties, made a special point of it. 

Lyndon Johnson came by to put an eye on my little girl when Jim was 

off in the Navy, and he was absolutely wonderful with this little girl 

who is somewhat older than his [this was] before he had children. 

The house that my mother and little girl and I were living in was 

sold, and we had to buy a house in the middle of the war. He wanted 

to be sure of the financing, that we could afford to do it. He would 
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lend me money to do it, he was that kind of a friend. 

G: What did he look for in return. 

R: Just friendship. He had great respect for Jim's judgment. I think 

he enjoyed OUr company as we enjoyed theirs. I don't think he was 

looking for anything special. I was dismayed to learn from 

Horace Busby that Buzz didn't think that Johnson ever felt that Jim 

and I loved him enough. I certainly thought we did ..• we did. 

But he did like to get my husband's judgment on things. We did 

have fun; we had good times together. 

G: Did his relationship with the press change much through the years, 

do you think? I'm not talking about really during the presidential 

years. But during the early years he seems to have been very close 

to a large number of influential newsmen. Did you ever observe 

[these relationships]? 

R: He was on friendly terms with newspapermen. It was just after he 

got to the White House, I think, that he really had a feeling of being 

beleaguered and not being given a fair shake. But he had a great ease 

and no feeling of being run down by the pres s. Of course his great 

friend Bill White was a great friend of ours, but that was a long -time 

personal friendship more than a press-public official friendship. 

G: I have heard that he was happiest in the role of Majority Leader, that 

those were the happiest years of his life. 

R: I wouldn't be surprised, although I think at the first, before things 

went so sour with the war, he was really enjoying being President 
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It was like Aladdinand his wonderful lamp, you know: rub the lamp 

and there was Air Force One. I think he had great pleasure then, 

But the functioning: he was just a great Majority Leader, and it 

must have given him tremendous pleasure to accomplish what he did, 

and it suited his style. 

G: Did you have occasion to observe him much in the Senate, not on the 

floor but just in terms of his functioning as Majority Leader? 

R: Some, because when we would see him in the evening, he would' 

talk about what had happened during the day and the votes here and 

the votes there. And I saw him some from the gallery, but I nev:er 

was on the staff or that sort of thing. I can't think of any single 

incident. It will probably come back to me. 

G: Was he then committed to sort of- reaching the most workable compro-

mise, do you think, in terms of each legislative issue? What was his 

formula as Majority Leader? Was it promoting what he himself 

believed in in a particular bill, or was it playing off one issue against 

another? 

R: I think he wanted to accomplish as much as he possibly could, and it 

was his judgment about how much he <;),Quld accomplish. But the goals 

were always there: the education field in which he was particularly 

interested. He may have given less than in some other areas. 

[Regarding] his record as Majority Leader on the civil rights legislation, 

I don't think anybody could have done it so well. 
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G: One person told me that there was no stage in the legislative process 

of a bill that he couldn't change it or improve it or defeat it or anything, 

that he had an amazing ability to use all of these gimmicks and rules 

and procedures. 

R: Well, I hadn't thought of it in the way of changing it or improving it 

or diminishing it. He certainly was on top of every legislative step, 

just listening to him talk. 

G: Do you recall him talking about an achievement in this respect that he 

was particularly proud of? 

R: He was very pleased with the end of Joe McCarthy, which I thought 

perhaps could have been speeded up. But he said that the way it was 

done was just right. I can remember his saying to me, "Now I was 

right. We have done it and we have done it the right way. We've got 

the votes, and this is the way it should have been done." I can 

remember his pleasure on voting rights, other civil rights. I can 

remember his great pleasure .' .• I can't remember what education 

bill, but [I remember] his joy that this bill had passed and become law. 

But I can't remember the details of it at all. 

G: Maybe that was that 1958 National Education Defense [Act]. 

R: I think that's it. I think that' s the one. 

G: Do you recall his role in the McCarthy censure, selecting the 

committee? 

R'- Well, he did have a hand in that, didn't he? That's my memory. 
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G: Yes. But this was what he saw as his strategy, didn't he? 

R: As a strategy to accomplish the demise of McCarthy. 

G: And on the civil rights legislation in 1957, some people charged that 

it was half a loaf and that he had sold them out somehow or side-

tracked [the issue]. 

R: Well, I just disagree with them. I think he got as much as he could, 

but that's my opinion. 

G: When do you think he changed his mind on civil rights? 

R: I think it was gradual over the years. 

G: Do you think that this had anything to do with pos sibly a desire to 

run for a national office, or do you think it wa s just a philosophical 

[change]? 

R: I think it was a genuine philosophical change. 

G· When did you suspect that he might want to run for the presidency? 

R: In 1960 he said he wasn't running, and he told that to my husband 

who went off working for Humphrey. I went to a party at the Johnsons 

and Jim wasn't there becaus e he was off in the primaries with 

Humphrey. I can remember Johnson saying to me, "Jim doesn't 

really take Hubert seriously, does he?" And then I thought well, 

"Maybe he shouldn't have taken you so seriously when you said you 

we ren' t going to run. " 

G: Had he already decided to run? 

LBJ Presidential Library 
http://www.lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT 
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

More on LBJ Library oral histories: 
http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh



E. Rowe- -1--22 

R: He was very back and forth on it, I think. When he was saying, 

"Where's Jim?", I said, "He's off with Humphrey. 'I He said, 

"0h, he couldn't take him seriously. " 

G: Your husband kept that commitment with Humphrey, didn't he? 

R: Yes. And then of course Humphrey was defeated in the primaries 

oyt [John] Kennedy. And then you know the story of Jim [Rowe) and 

Johnson and Phil Graham and all the people at Los Angeles. I was 

not there, and I haven't anything to add to that. 

G: What else do you recall on Johnson as a senator? I don't mean to 

have you answer just specific questions. I am trying to think of 

things that might remind you. 

R: Let me see what my notes to myself say here. r can't think of 
anything else right now. 

G: Who do you think was his mentor when he was in the Senate? He 

had Rayburn and Wi rtz in the Hous e • 

R: My guess would be that [Sen. Richard] Russell was the man that he 

had the greatest respect for. Not that he followed his advice, because 

on civil rights they broke apart. But I think that he had more respect 

for Rus sell than for any other member of the Senate. 

G: Was that deserved? 

R: Well, I disagreed with Russell on many things politically, but ev~rybQdy 

that has had anything to do with him said that he knew the Senate; he 

was a first-rate man. His political philosophy might be different 
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from the person talking about him, but I think he had the respect 

of the people, even those who disagreed with him. 

G: Let's talk about some of the people around Johnson and if there is 

anything here that reminds you of anecdotes or incidents that you 

recall. I suppose Walter Jenkins was the closest during those years. 

R: Yes. He was and is a lovely person, and I guess he just exhausted 

himself. He didn't have the vitality the boss had. I think that was 

one of the great troubles. The tempo [at] which Johnson always worked 

pushed anyone of normal vitality beyond their limit. 

G: What was the extent of Jenkins' position, do you know? Did he give, 

say, Majority Leader Johnson much advice on issues?; ,-, 

R: I would be the wrong person to ask. I certainly don't know. 

G: What about Bobby Baker? 

R: Well of course, I always thought he was terrible. I couldn't stand 

him. Harry McPherson called him a Snopes, and that's the best 

description I can think of him. He just was not my cup of tea at all. 

Now I know Johnson relied on him because he was very bright, active, 

and a good head counter in the Senate, and that sort of thing. But to 

me he was just poison. I couldn't stand him. 

G: It seems to me that Baker might have affected this image, that he 

tried to cultivate the image of being devious. 

R: Oh, I'm sure he did. He arrogated to himself [that] he was Johnson's 

right hand, or he would tell Johnson he would straighten Johnson out. 
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I don't think he ever straightened Johnson out on anything. He 

was a real con artist. He was so different from Walter Jenkins, 

who is a lovely fellow. If Walter Jenkins ever gave Johnson advice, 

Walter would be the last one to tell you about it. But Bobby Baker 

would say, "Now I've straightened him out on that." Well I didn't 

see hm very often, thank goodness. 

G: Did you know George Reedy very well? 

R: I know him. Well, he's all right. 

G: How about Mrs. Johnson? How important was she to his career? 

R: Oh, she's the most important of all. He really did rely on he r 

judgment. And she is the most disciplined person I have ever seen, 

I think. To live with a whirlwind as she did she just deliberately 

disciplined herself so that she could survive. She is a woman of 

great strength and intelligence. Oh, she is a marvelous woman. 

G: I have heard that one time he expressed the feeling, and he may have 

done this many other times, that one of the reasons that he wanted to 

seek national office, the presidency, was so that Mrs. Johnson would 

receive the recognition that she deserved. 

R: Poppycock. That's a bunch of poppycock. He wanted to be PTesident 

because he wanted to be President. 

G: That doesn't sound like something he wouI'd say, though? 

R: Oh yes, I think he might well have said it, but I don't think it's true. 

Who knows, he may have believed it for a minute, but ••• 
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G: What did Mrs. Johnson do for him, though in his political life ? 

R: To have a wife who was as intelligent as she, with as good judgment, 

someone that he could always count on, complete loyalty, good judg-

ment and intelligence on anything that came up, is marvelous. For 

instance, he moved so fast he didn It read a book. He would say, 

"Bird, you read it and then tell me what I s in it. II Now this is not the 

legislation, which he always read. But outside things he did rely on her. 

G: I have heard that she would also repair relationships that he had 

[damaged]. 

R: Oh yes, she did. She did with him, my husband, and Johnson, which 

is not my story. You'll have to ask Jim about it. 

G: We didn't have much on that in the tape [made earlier with Jim Rowe]. 

I think it was over campaign strategies, wasn't it? 

R: It was a critical letter that Jim wrote to Johnson about his treatment 

of his staff, I believe. But I was not a part of it, and it's something 

that you had better ask Jim about because I don't know. But it was a 

very sad break in our relationship for almost three years. 

G: When he went into the White House, I think, Jim Rowe was one of the 

first people he called? 

R: That's right, after not seeing each other after a long-time friendship. 

G: Now in 1955 you went on a Washington, D. C. committee, didn't you? 

R: No, that was 1961. I was appointed to the National Capital Planning 

Committee by Kennedy. 
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G: Right, but before that you were a member of the D. C. Auditorium 

Committee. 

R: Oh yes, and of course that was Johnson who put me on it. We have 

talked for an hour and a half. My being on the Planning Commission 

and D. C. Auditorium Commis sion and that later part is another 

sort of long story. Maybe we could catch up another time, would 

that be all right with you? 

G: Sure. 

R: The time that he put me on the D. C. Auditorium Commis sion was a 

great compliment. 

G: The Planning Commission and the. 

R: You see, he offered me the district commissionership twice, which 

was great. It was a marvelous compliment and very hard to withstand. 

I would love to talk about that, but I'm sort of running out of voice, 

I gues s. 

End of Tape I of 1 and Interview I) 
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INTER VIEW II 

DATE: 

INTER VIEWEE: 

INTERVIEWER: 

PLACE: 

G: Okay, we're on. 

JUNE 16, 1975 

ELIZABETH ROWE (Mrs. James Rowe) (Tape 1 of 1) 

MICHAEL L. GILLETTE 

Mrs. Rowe's home in Washington, D. C. 

R: What was that, 1955? 

G: Yes. 

R: Yes. That D. C. Auditorium Committee or Commission was the 

predecessor to the Cultural Center Commission, which in turn was 

a predecessor to the Kennedy Center Commission. It was through 

then-Senator Johnson that I was appointed as a member. I was 

actually appointed by President Nixon, who was Vice President. 

The Senate had two [appointments], the House had two, and the 

President had ••• I don't know how many. But that was the way 

the appointmentS' were divided up. Then-Senator Johnson said that 

he put me on the committee because he thought of me as his oldest 

Washington friend, a real Washingtonian in other words. I was very 

flattered. Our mis sion was to find a place and make the plans for 

a good auditorium which could be used for the performing arts and 

could be used for inaugural balls and inaugural events. It was through 

my work on that committee - -I was a member of the Site and Design 

Subcommittee--that I got really carried away by the physical planning 

of the city. I had always been interested in the city as a long-time 

resident and valued its parks and its beauty, but I didn't realize what 
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the mechanics of planning the city were. Through working on this 

D. C. Auditorium Commission I got to know the Planning Commission, 

saw models and plans, and worked with the Park Service. So I 

always said to President Johnson that he was the one who made me 

into a planner. 

G: Did you do anything specifically for him or at his suggestion on this? 

R: No, it was an opposite relationship. We got along with a very modest 

budget on the D. C. Auditorium Commission, and he never made any 

suggestions. I made suggestions to him about the money we needed 

to keep the commission going, and he saw that we got the money. 

G: He was responsive? 

R: Yes. I can remember asking him for $100,000 to keep the committee 

going, and he saw that we got tha t. 

G: Is there anything else on that committee that you want to talk about? 

R: Not in relation to President Johnson. But I have been grateful to him 

always because it did give me much more knowledge of the physical 

planning of the city than I would have had from any other place. I learned. 

G· It led to things that followed, I suppose. 

R: That's right. 

G: Now what about the National Capital Planning Committee. He put 

you on that commis sion. 

R: Well actually I was appointed by President Kennedy in 1961 for a 

six-year term, and I stayed on for seven years. I asked President 

Johnson not to reappoint me because I was tired, but I sta yed on for 

an extra year because there were plans ~ot to really emasculate 
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the Planning Commission which I was in violent disagreement with. 

I stayed on an extra year to battle. 

G: Why did they want to abolish it? 

R: A number of forces were at work. I don't believe in conspiracies, 

but I do know that the highway lobby •.• In my years on the 

Planning Commission we had really slowed down the freeway and 

the highways in the city of Washington. Speculative real estate 

interests in the city didn't like our careful review of their asking 

for zoning changes. That combined with the tiny-minded men in the 

Bureau of the Budget, who felt that the National Capital Planning 

Commission was a kind of hybrid. It was a Federal agency doing 

the local planning as well as the planning for the Federal establish-

ment. It was a combination of the forces at work through the district 

building trying to get the Planning Com·mission' s wings clipped so 

that we couldn't go on stopping highways and bad speculative real 

estate operations. 

G·· Did LBJ have an interest in the Planning Commission? 

R: Through me, I really believe, because just when we were about to be 

beheaded I appealed to him, and he stopped the Bureau of the Budget 

plan. That was at the end of the time that I was on the Planning Commis sion. 

G: Do you recall the conversation between you and him? 

R: It wasn't a conversation; it was a desperate, last-minute letter that I sent 

to him saying essentially what I have said to you. "This is the situation .. " 
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Well, I put it in more positive terms, because I thought that the 

Planning Commission was doing a really first-rate job of planning 

for the city and for the Federal establishment. I think that this is 

a Federal city and there has to be a large Federal voice in it. 

Apparently I convineed him. The plan of the Bureau of the Budget 

was dropped. 

G: Did he ever say afterwards that he attributed that to your letter? 

R: I don't believe he did, but everybody in the Bureau of the Budget 

did and the White House staff did. 

G: You indicated that he wanted to appoint you to the Washington, D. C. 

commis sioner ship. 

R: Yes. While I was serving on the Planning Commission he offered 

me twice the job of D. C. commissioner. He said that he wanted me 

to take Walter Dobryner's place, who was the chairman. I didn't 

ask him whether he wanted me to be -the chairman;- that was sort of 

implicit in what he said. But since I was going to say no, it didn't 

matter whether it was chairman or a member .of this three -man 

commission. 

The time that I remember most vividly when he offered it to me, 

I was up on the second floor of the White Hous e with Bird. We were 

working perhaps ()Q a Beautification problem, or maybe we had just 

gone for a walk. Anyway, he called me into his bedroom. He was 

sick in bed. It was the time of the Churchill funeral and he had the 
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great bank of TV screens all showing the Churchill funeral. He 

was lying in bed, and there was the President of the United States 

saying to me, "Elizabeth, you've got to do this. This is your 

home town and you love it, and you've got to take this job." I said 

that as chairman of the Planning Commission I felt myself stretched 

to do that job and to be a good wife and mother, and I just couldn't 

take on anything more. He was most persuasive, and I was firm. 

I just knew I couldn't do it. I don't know whether it was after that 

occasion or a previous time when he offered it to me, but there was 

a dinner I believe at the Statler. It was called the Candlelight Dinner. 

It was in honor of Eleanor Roosevelt, and it was put together by some 

sort of women's group. He spoke at it and he spoke about getting 

women in government. He said, "But my big trouble is when I find 

somebody that's just perfect for the job, she turns me down." I was 

right below him at the table right below the head table. Apparently 

I blushed crimson, because he looked me right in the eye when he 

said that. I can still feel myself getting red. He didn't say what it 

was, but he looked right at me. So you can see why I am so fond of him, 

because he paid me a tremendous compliment. 

, G: Did he give other reasons why he wanted you on the commission? 

R: Wen, he said that I was a Washingtonian, I loved my city, he thought 

that I could do a good job, lowed it to the city, and I should do it for him. 

G: Were: there: any particular interests that he wanted represented on that? 
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Did he see anything that you could do in terms of--

R: No, he just knew me as a Washingtonian, my concern for the city 

all the way through. He knew I had been for home rule. He knew 

I was very interested in the physical planning of the city because I 

had been working on it. And I think he really did feel that I was his 

oldest Waship.gtonian friend. 

G: Can you recall other conversations with him in the White House, lett s 

say? In addition to the one where he was sick. 

R: Jim and I went to dinner there, and we would talk about the passing 

scene. I spent quite a lot of time with Lady Bird there because I was 

a member of her committee, and I used to see him then. Oh yes, and 

then in 1964 I wo rked in the East Wing on White Hous e mail, first 

Lady Bird's mail and then the ordinary mail that came to the President 

that obviously he couldn't answer. So it was answered in Lady Bird's 

name, saying the President's too busy but we're so glad to heau from 

you. I ran that operation of mail, and he was pleased with that. I can 

remember one time in the garden when he was planting I think a little 

leaf linden tree. I was there, and [I can remember] his saying, JlCome 

over here; I want to speak to you, " and telling me how pleased he was 

with some of the letters I had written that his wife had shown him. 

G: Did you ever wonder how he was able to know about all of these different 

operations at once? 

R: He did know. He was sincerely interested in everything that was going on. 
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And then he had that extra vitality so m.e:hacbtheeriergy to pursue 

things that he was interested in. But I was startled, for instance, 

when he said, "Those are good letters you are writing. IT I hadn't 

any idea that he would have been aware of that, but he was. 

G: I have heard it said that Mrs. Johnson was his best advisor. 

R: I would think so, too. 

G: I guess the image I had at the time was that she didn't have much of 

an input there, that it was merely trying to get him to slow down. 

But evidently she did advise him a lot on substance. 

R: Oh, I'm sure she must have. 

G: Can you recall occasions. 

R: I would think that that was always done privately, but I don It know. 

She is a woman of very firm views, and he trusted her judgment, 

and I am sure he asked her for her judgment. 

G: I also understand that people would use her as a conduit to get to 

him. Ideas that they wanted submitted to him they would sometimes 

take to her. 

R: Well, probably. You use any conduit that you can to reach the President. 

But I never wanted to involve him in anything that I was working on 

except the preservation of the institution of the Planning Commission. 

That I s the only time 1--

G: - - really lobbied with him. 

R: Yes. On the substantive issues of the work of the commission I didn't. 
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G: Let's talk about the Beautification Committee and your role here. 

First of all, how did it start? 

R: I certainly can't take full credit, but I did write to Bird right after 

the '64 election when they we re still in Texas and suggested that slE 

might extend beyond the White Hous e to the city of Washington a 

program of beauty. After all, Jackie Kennedy had done marvelous 

things inside the White House, and I thought Bird could do marvelous 

things for the city, with its parks, its schools, planting around 

public housing, street trees. Other people were interested, too. 

Of course, Secretary [of the Interior Stewart] Udall was interested in 

a national beautification program. That's one of the things Bird used 

to say to me: "Can't you think of a word that's better than beautification?" 

It's very difficult. I couldn't come up with a better word. 1_0;: .~_ 

G: I suppose that people did try to think of another tarni. 

R: Yes, but we never could find som-ething that said what we wanted 

to say. 

G: Why was the focus on Washington rather than the nation as a whole? 

R: Because they we re here, and she was here. It was a national program, 

but it did start here. After all, it was the nation I s capital, and they 

were here. There were great things that could be done and were done. 

G: I was going to ask you: did she talk about your letter, initially, to you? 

R: No. The next thing I guess I got a request to come up for some ideas 

to be on the committee, different groups. And I helped put the 
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committee together with representati ves of the district government, 

of the Parks Service, public Buildings, Public Housing, busines s 

,groups. 

G: I understand that there were some diverse opinions with regard to 

what beautification in the capital should focus on, whether it should 

be tnOre floral installations and historic sites, and which areas of 

the city it would be located in, whether it would focus on the more 

impoverished areas. In other words, how much of it would be a 

social program for the lower-income people. 

R: Oh, that was very much in the tninds of everybody. 

G: How did you feel about that? 

R: I thought it should be all- encompas sing. When I first wrote to Bird 

I suggested improving the public housing through landscaping the 

schools of the city, the small parks and reservations as well as the 

big .parks. This was not a program to build schools or build public 

housing, but the social side of it was always in everybody's mind, 

and involving the schoolchildren in the program. 

G: Was there conflict within the committee with regard to w.here the 

focus should be? 

R: No. 

G: I've gotten the impression that some pe.9ple were very adamantly 

in favor of one side and some people the other. 

R: I think people are looking fOJr- something that wasn't there, because 
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I was there from the beginning and went to every meeting. The 

thing that I wanted to have the most attention paid to was the city 

street trees. That was something that I used to bring up all the 

time. It's run by the highway department of the district, and I 

thought it didn't get enough attention. There were people with different 

interests, but there was no problem of focus here or there. There was 

plenty of time and talent to focus aCross the board. 

G: Do you think this was in Mrs. Johnson's mind or in the President's 

mind related to the old New Deal era of beautifying with the NYA 

and the cee? 

R: Well, I hadn't thought of it that way, but I'm sure it must have been 

in the President's mind in the national program. I believe he said 

something about it in one of his speeches. But you know, 1964 was 

very early on in the concern about environment. There was concern 

but it wasn't so fashionable in those days. I think this national 

program was a tremendous help in the total environmental picture. 

G: Did Walter Washington have much input on that.? 

R: He had quite a lot, because he was then head of National Capital 

Housing. It was my suggestion that he get put on. Bird was very 

interested in public housing and improving the looks of it. She was 

dismayed when I took her on a tour of public housing, which I did at 

one time. 

G: Tell us about that. Why did you do it, first of all? 
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R: Because I wanted her to see the problems of the city as well as 

its advantages. 

G: Did you explain the purpose of it in advance? 

R: Oh, yes. Whether I said I would like to show it to you Or she said 

I want to see it is lost in the mist of time. But we did go, and I took 

her to one place that I had seen I guess a year before that was a kind 

of showplace. I took her to a variety. Fortunately there is only one 

highrise, and that's disaster. I took her to different places, and then 

I took her to this place, which had been good-looking a year before. 

And it was so awful-looking, so battered, it was depressing. I can 

remember her disappointment when I said, "Now we're going to see 

one that's good, If and in a year's time it had deteriorated such that 

you couldn't believe. 

G: Did this increase her interest in improving the public housing? 

R: Well, I think she wanted to see what the problems were. She is a 

very bright and very careful person. If she is going to do something , 
she is going to know all about it. After I took her around, Walter 

Washington took her I'm sure a number of times afterward. It 

was through this Beautification Committee that they got to know each 

other, and she liked him. very much. 

G: How important was Mary Lasker on that [comm.ittee J? 

R: She was important because she had money and ideas, too. She didn't 

know the city very well, but she came down from New York as a sort 
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fairy godmother and would underwrite great planting. She's a 

marvelous person. And of course she had done some planting in 

New York. 

G: How about Carol Agger Fortas? 

R: She was not too active on the committee. She was active in setting 

up the foundation, but I don't know whether she was on that 

Beautification Committee. She set up the Society for a More 

Beautiful Nation's Capital, the foundation that can accept money and 

is still in existence. I don't think she was ever on the beautification 

corrrrnittee itself. 

G: Did the committee do its own lobbying for legislation that they were 

interested in? 

R: No, there wasn't any lobbying done. You see, this was the local 

committee, and then there was that big national meeting with 

conservation, preservation, and environmental groups coming from 

all over the country. There may have been some lobbying as a 

result of that, but I can't remember our Washington committee doing 

any lobbying. 

G: You mentioned the housing projects and the problem with deterioration. 

Do you think there was sufficient emphasis on maintenance of 

beautification projects that had been started? 

R: This was a great problem. This was first in Bird's mind. She 

always knew that maintenance was the big thing. It wasn't for want 
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of people knowing how important it was. Of course, a lot of it 

wasn't maintained. 

G: Can you recall specific measures designed to upgrade maintenance 

Or put more emphasis on maintenance? 

R: Just by the kind of planting that would be done that would minimize 

the maintenance. When you realized that there wouldn't be the cash 

Or the manpower to keep it going, you would put in a certain kind 

of thing that would have a better chance of survival. 

G: Did the rioting impede the progress of beautification here, do you think? 

R: Oh, the rioting impeded everything. But you see, by the time of the 

rioting that was '68 and that was when the President said he wasn't 

going to run any more. I can't remember what the :Beautification 

Committee did after that. 

G: Were many of the projects damaged during the rioting? 

R: No. 

G: Do you attribute that to their popularity in the black corrununity? 

R: I think some of it was so mindless that I wouldn't want to say. There 

was no deliberate destruction of them and no deliberate protection as 

far as I could see. 

G: Was there an es sential conflict, say, between the highway interests 

and the Beautification Committee that carried on? 

R: The highway interests tried to use beautification to build more roads. 

I don't think they got away with it. But they would ask Lady Bird to 
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come and make a speech to the roadbuilders. I can remember her 

sending the speech to me to be sure that she wasn't being used by 

the highway people. Once up in Westchester County one of my 

friends said, "I'm afraid that Mrs. Johnson's beautification is being 

used to push through a highway here." So I wrote her or called her 

about it. Then when she was asked to talk to the road boys, she let 

me see her speech and make suggestions. Several times when this 

problem came up she asked me for suggestions. 

G: In going out and making speeches around the country and promoting 

beautification, did this fit into political advantages at all; I mean, 

the fact that she was visible out in the provinces? 

R: Oh, I would think so. I don't think that was her motivation, but 

certainly it helped. 

G: Was she conscious of the political advantage of this? 

R: She's conscious of everything. She's a very intelligent, perceptive 

person. But I think that both Johnsons felt that they were in a place 

where they could make real contributions to the country, and they 

were going to take advantage of every minute there to do things they 

thought were good for the country, Lady Bird as well as the President. 

You asked me the other day did I think the President was happiest in 

the Senate. I think right after his election in '64 when he felt he had 

been elected in his own right and there were so many things he could 

do for the country because he was the President, I would think that 
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that was the happiest time. And they felt they had the unique 

opportunity to make a contribution. 

G: Did President Johnson attempt to influence these trips or suggest 

places that she might go? 

R: I haven't any idea. 

G: How about members of Congress? Did they have much influence 

on her trips to your knowledge? Did they try to get her to come 

to their districts? 

R: I have no idea about that. My real knowledge of the beautification 

was Washington and not the national picture except when everybody 

came here. 

G: Was the conference a success in your view? 

R: I think so. I think it really did cheer conservationists and environ-

mentalists and helped with the public support of subsequent 

environmental measures. 

G: Was this the chief benefit, do you think? 

R: As far as I can see. 

G: Did it have other [benefits]? 

R: It increased the public's awareness of what was at stake. 

G: Do you think it did anything, as far as the committee itself was 

concerned, to redirect or direct them toward emphasizing one thing 

that they hadn't or another thing, to change directions Or anything? 

R: No .. 
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G: Something in the files referred to the Speakers' Bureau for 

Beautification. Did you have any connection with that? 

R: No. 

G: Can you tell us anything about it? 

R: No. I am not a speaker myself, and I don't hold up my hand when 

speakers are asked for. I don't know. 

G· Do you think President Johnson viewed beautification with as much 

importance as Mrs. Johnson did? Was he as concerned about it 

as she was? 

R: I think he was very interested in it; I'm sure he was. But this was 

her special job, and she gave it much more attention than he could 

have given it with all the other things he had to do. 

G: I have felt from talking to people that knew her when she was young 

that this was something that might have been instilled in her when 

she was a little girl growing up in Karnack. Her Aunt Effie was 

quite a nature lover, as you know. 

R: I think that probably that's true. 

G: Has she ever talked about that to you? 

R: No. I know that she has always liked natural beauty, but I can't 

think of any specific instances of her talking to me about it. 

G: Is there anything else with regard to beautification Or working with 

her that amplifies what we know about it? 

R: I'll tell you one lovely little vignette. She and I took a walk one day. 
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She liked to walk and look at what was happening. She had a scarf 

over her head and dark glasses on and a big tweed coat so that she 

was quite anonymous -looking, and the Secret Service men were 

some distance behind us. We walked up the mall and we went to 

a triangle in front of the HEW Building where some azaleas were 

being planted. It was a Federal rese rvation, these were Parks 

Service men. And we knew because we were on the committee that 

the city of Norfolk [Virginia] had sent a number of azalea bushes 

to the city to be planted here. We saw them being put in, and 

Lady Bird said to one of the old gardeners, "Are those azaleas from 

Norfolk." He put down his shovel and he said, "How did you know? 

Are you girls from Norfolk?" Then one of the younger fellows behind 

recognized Lady Bird, and everybody laughed because there was the 

Fi]!'$t Laijy being called a girl from Norfolk. But she said, "No, 

we're both from Washington." 

G: Is that right. He recognized her then, probably. 

R: No, not until the people behind him told him after we had walked away. 

But she had answered and said, "No, we're both from Washington. II 

G: I have seen her in crowds of ordinary people, and she handles them 

so beautifully, gracious and yet dignified. 

R: Oh, she's marvelous. 

G: Do you recall any other examples? 

R: I can't think of any other stories. 
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G: Was she comfortable around ordinary people, tourists? 

R: She seemed to be, yes. 

G: It seems that she has always had a basic shyness. Am I wrong in 

that? 

R: Well, I think it's a reserve rather than a shyness. Maybe it's a 

shyness, too, but I would think of=it in terms of being a reserved 

person. But I think that she certainly was never an overbearing, 

self-confident person like that. She had a reserve about her, but 

I think she felt comfortable in most situations from my observation 

of her. 

G: Did she like making speeches, do you think? 

R: I don't think so. 

G: Did she put a lot of time into them, getting ready for them? 

R: As far as I know. 

G: What about writing letters? Did she get much help from you on this, 

or did she write her own letters? 

R: Oh, she wrote her own letters. But this was during the campaign in 

'64 that I was talking about where the White House was just inundated 

with mail. It seemed a good idea to have some sort of acknowledge-

ment and a much warmer way to acknowledge a letter if she signed it 

rather than just ha.Ving an assistant to the President say.we have 

your letter. 

G: Do you think there was ever any real consideration of Lyndon Johnson 
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not running for reelection in 1964? 

R: I don't think so. 

G: How about in '68? Do you think he early on had planned to run again? 

R: I think so. Everybody has a different view of it. But Jim, my 

husband, who worked with him much more closely than I, certainly 

thought he was going to run. He would always say, "Why should I 

take all this abuse? I'm not going to run again." But that was a 

way of speech; people discounted it. I have heard him say that, 

but I didn't believe it. 

G: Did you see him any in retirement? 

R: No. Well I saw him when he came to town and there were parties. 

And then I saw him at the [LBJ] Library dedication, but that was all. 

G: You never went down [to the ranch]? 

R: No. I don't know whether Jim did or not. 

G: I think you did go down to the ranch while he was President, after 

your husband's trip to Rome, didn't you? 

R: Whether it was right after that or not [I don't know], we did go down 

together and had one of those great tours of the ranch. Of course he 

was just in his element there, and it was a great treat to be driving 

through the ranch with him and his knowing the first names of the deer 

as well as all the people working on the ranch. And calling one deer--

I guess he called him Clarence. He would call Clarence, and Clarence 

would come over and we'd put cigarettes in his mouth. He liked to eat 
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cigarettes. 

G: Sam Rayburn said one time, I understand, "Thank God Lyndon has 

that ranch. Now he has something else to talk about besides politics. II 

Through the years that you knew him, did this have a diversifying 

effect on him? 

R: Yes. He loved the ranch and did talk about it. But the thing that wa,s~ 

a great treat was to visit the ranch and ha ve him be the tour director 

taking us around and showing us everything about it. 

G: I have heard that he was concerned with the most minute details. 

R: Absolutely. He would see a fence that didn't look right, and he would 

get on that horn, that walkie -talkie or whatever it was in the car and 

say, "Where is so-and-so? This fence here needs a little attention." 

G: Did he do much work while he was out there, to your knowledge? Was 

he still, say, on the telephone a lot? 

R: Oh, he was on the telephone a lot. When we went down that time we 

met him at his office in Austin where he was working, and then we 

went out to the ranch together. He was on the phone from the station 

wagon to Washington. 

G: Is there anything else that you would like to add that we haven't talked about? 

R: I cao.'t think of anything, Mike. 

G: Any other reflections about him, his presidency, or how he might 

have changed through.the years? 
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R: No. I think the thing that I said to you earlier, that he felt that he 

was in a position to do a g~ea:.tiIl!.any good things for this country, 

is in essence the way I felt about hitn. as President, that this was 

a t rem.endous oppo rtunity. 

G: He saw him.self as an activist, Lgues>s, in term.s of legislation. 

R: I guess he was. 

G: Did he ever com.pare his presidency with, say, Franklin Roosevelt's 

or other people's? 

R: No. He had reverence for Franklin Roosevelt and he spoke of him. 

often, but not in com.paring. At least, I can't remember it. 

G: You don't think that he m.odeled his presidency after Roosevelt 

particularly? 

R: Well, if he had a m.odel it would have been Roosevelt, sure. 

G: It occurs to m.e that [in] the parallel of Lyndon Johnson as Majority 

Leader and Lyndon Johnson as President, he saw him.self in pretty 

m.uch the sam.e role only having m.ore power to do the sam.e thing. 

Of course, he didnJt have a Republican administration in the 

White House, but [the parallel was in] being the chief legislator as 

he had before. 

Well, I certainly thank you for your tim.e. 

R: Well, it's been a pleasure to m.e. If I dream. up som.ething more, 

I'lliet you know. 

G: Good. You can just add it to the transcript. 

(End of Tape -L of .L and Interview. ) 
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