II. STUDIES IN CONTINUITY OF PLANNING

There have been many plans for the development of Washington
as the National Capital. In order to illustrate the background of
present planning work and to preserve that continuity of effort and
experience which is essential to the well ordered growth of any
community, the commission has prepared a series of plates illustrating
the growth and plan of Washington. (Plates 1-16.)

These plates show the site selected for the city by President

Washington, and the original plan prepared by Maj. Pierre Charles
L’Enfant under the direction of Washington and Jefferson, as well
as the modified plan by Andrew Ellicott. " The growth of the city
through the years and beyond the original boundaries without any
control is pictured. This uncontrolled growth produced conditions
so serious as to call for a new highway plan for the outlying parts of
the District of Columbia which was prepared in 1893-1898. The new
plan provided for a fairly uniform and standardized extension over
the rough topography of the outlying areas of the type of street
arrangement which L’Enfant designed for the relatively flat area in
the center of the city. Parks were generally omitted and not until
1902 was a plan for the extension of the park system in these same
outlying areas prepared and recommended to Congress by the
McMillan Commission. (S. Rept. No. 166, 57th Cong., 1st sess.)
This commission also prepared plans in considerable detail for the
Mall and its vicinity, forecasting the erection of the Lincoln Memo-
rial, the Union Station, and the Arlington Memorial Bridge. The
recent public buildings project for the development of a group of
executive offices in the triangle bounded by Pennsylvania Avenue
and the Mall to replace the many rented and temporary quarters
now used in Washington, the projects for the extension of the Cap-
itol Grounds and the completion of Union Square, the municipal
center, and progress on the Memorial Bridge are also pictured.
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EMBRYO.—The site of ihe Federal District was chosen by President Washington, under authority of Congress, at the head of navigation on the Potomac River and at the sonfluence of the main river and the Eastern Branch. The area

ry for th i i 4 : : :
o buyildin ‘5‘ new city was given b‘y the proprietors to trustees appointed by the Government under an agreement with President Washington by which the Nation received the land necessary for streets without charge, purchased arsas for parks and
. gs "atthe rate of twenty-five pounds per acre, " and divided the remaining lots equally with the original owners
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HE LENFANT PLAN - ~Washington commissioned Plerre Charles L'Enfant to prepare a p
Qihe Brenich kings. The |ocations of

Which were oyt through t
are lald down, were £

an for the Federal City. L'Enfant had been brought up at Versailles, and the plan he produced i
the Capitol and the White House Interestingly correspond to the locations of the main palace and the Trianon at Versailles, while the diagonal avenues of the Washington plan are similar to th::z avenues at Versailles
he forest tc assist in control of the area for hunting. As stated in L'Enfant's Observations Explanatory of the Plan, ' the pesitions for the different grand edifices and for the several grand squares or areas of different ‘shaﬂe‘i as they
determined on the most advantageous ground commanding the most extensive prospects,”” Thus, the Capital was located on the highest hill and the White House provided with a beautiful vista down the Potomac River

shows his familiarity with this suburban capital and palace, planned
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LICOTT PLAN.—L'Enfant had many difficulties with the commissioners appointed by Washington for the administration of the Territory of Columbia. The most dramatic incldent hetween them was when L'Enfant destroyed the Carroll House,

ad been begun in the line of New Jersey Avenue SE. The Frenchman realized that If houses were constructed in the line of his future streets before the plan was officially adopted and generally recogni;eei it woy\d Vbe hopei\.leis tot uf\t\matr—}llx
dtout. He lost his Job but saved his plan. Ellicott, who succeeded Fim, made several changes in the plan, many of them at the suggestion of Th.omas Jefferson, Jefferson named the streets anq avenues. !t is |ntej%tmg to note t HIOSUI ?ESC?I;”!:hE
10 the State of Pennsylvania, in which the Government was then sitting at Philadelphia, the chief avenue of the new city was named Pennsylvam; Avewef Jefferson thought much‘ of the reiat\ve‘ geographical locations of the several : kil
2 of the avenues. Thus, Massachusetts, New York, Connecticut, New Jersey, and Rhode Island are located north of Pennsylvania Avenue, while Virginia, North and South Carolira, é.md Georgla A‘venues are located ro‘ughly‘m accordance w
sitlon on the map. In order to make Virginia Avenue of equal importance with Massachusetts Avznue, Jefferson made the street named for the Southern State continuous across the city, although L'Enfant had not so designed it
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WASHINGTON : 1800 - 1812
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THE WAR UEFARTMENT BUILDING 1N 1818

T PLAN.—The official plan signed by George Washington and witnessed by John Adams divided the city into a larger number of blocks than either of the previous plans, The beginnings of the development of the Capital were made with
on of the Capitol and White House. The effort to get the city established on a firm basis was accompanied by a great deal of speculation in land. The failure of one group of speculators made a great difference in the direction of growth
.Instead of growing first to the east and southeast of the Capltol, as appears to have been anticipated then, the failure of the speculators who had bought land in this part of the city, put clouds on the titles and caused stagnation of the development
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N, 1814-1840.—After the destruction of the Capital and White House by the British in 1814, these buildings were rebuilt, the former on more pretentious lines. The view of Pennsylvania Avenue, showing the reconstructed Capitol, also shows some
of the poplars originally planted by Thomas Jefferson to provide shade for this great avenue
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WASHINGTON : 1840 - 1865
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N, 1840-1865.—This plate shows the city about the time of the Civil War. It was during the periad covered by this plate that the Treasury was constructed, Interfering with the vista of the White House. The Washington Monument had been
constructed to a point and thers stopped for 30 years
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WASHINGTON. : 1885 - 1901
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: ~1901,—This per\gd might be termed the ‘‘dark lages," for it was during those years that Washington bsgan to grow beyond the limits of the eriginal plan by L'Enfant without any planning control. It was also a period of architectural deca-
dutheast of the Capitol, Pennsylvania Avenue was interrupted by the Congressional Library. The Mall was further cut up by rallroads and buildings, regardless of the original plan
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THE MS¢MILLAN PLAN : 1901 - THE MALL
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I=THE MALL.—The McMillan Commission of 1901 prepared a plan providing for a return to the spirit of the original L'Enfant plan, including a great avenue from the Capitol to the Washington Monument. The plan also recommended the Lincoln
fld the Arlington Memorial Bridge, and the removal of the railroad tracks from the Mall. The n2w Union Station, the Lincoln Memarial, and a large number of other buildings in the area have been locatea in general accordance with this plan
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WASHINGTON, 1901-1928.—The buildings constructed in accordance with this plan of 1901 have all been in the classical style, whether constructed

by the Government or by private initiative
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ONDITIONS, 1928.—This plan shows clearly the temporary war buildings in the Mall and near the Lincoln Memorial which conflict with the execution of the Mall plan as proposed in 1901,
in part by the new structures propossd to be built in the triangle between Pennsylvania Avenue and B Strest

These temporary buildings are to be replaced
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WASHINGTON : 1928 - THE MALL

APPROVED PROJECTS
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UECTS.—The projects now under way which tit into the general scheme as outlined [n 1901 are® 1.
apitol: 3, The great avenue of the Mall; 4. The municipal center group between the old city hall, now the Court House, and the Malt;

€onnection of Rock Creek and Potomac Parks by a parkway from the Lincoln Memaorial

The great triangle development for the executive offices; 2. The Capitpl Plaza or Union Station Plaza development, between the Union

5. The Arlington Memorial Bridge; 6 Widening and extension of B Street north from the Capitol to
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ARBROVED PROJECTS

OF APPROVED PROJECTS.—Public Buildings Group in the triangle bounded by Pennsylvania Avenue, 15th and B Streets;

and project for extension of the Capitol Grounds by improvement of the area between the Capitol and the Station
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WASHINGTON D:C
E MALL~CENTRAL AREA

STURY FOR DEVELOPMENT — 1928

In addition to these approved projects, it suggests the development of the triangle

of the plan of 1901 as medified by changed conditions and includes the approved projects now under way.
nodate the offices now occupying the temporary

ALL, 1928.—This plan incorporates the main features
tfices of the Department of Agriculture, and the development of the triangle between New York Avenue, B, and Seventeenth Streets, to acopmn

fthe Mall for expansion of the National Museum and o
i the area near the Lincoln Memorial
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